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This extensive region is traversed by the Narbada,
Mahanadi, Wainganga, and Wardha, flowing generally in
deep beds, and navigable for long distances during the
rainy season. Large tracts are still covered with dense
virgin forests, but others are well adapted for the cultiva-
tion of cereals, and cotton of the best quality is grown,
especially along the right bank of the Wardha.

The Nizam's Dominions.

In the Nizam's Dominions are included East and
West Berar, forming the Hyderabad Assigned Districts.
These were, under the treaties of 1853 and 1861, assigned
by the Nizam to the British Government, which, on its
part, undertook to maintain a body of troops, to be styled
the Haidarabacl Contingent; but in 1902 Berar was
transferred to the Central Provinces.

The Nizam's Dominions still form by far the largest
and most important of all the Native States in the
empire. They comprise the very heart of the Deccan,
lying mainly between the two great rivers Godavari and
Kistna north and south, and between the Presidencies of
Bombay and Madras west and east, and /stretching about
475 miles both ways, with an area (1901) of 82,698
square miles. It consists of an. elevated plateau, sloping
from 2500 down to about 1000 feet towards the
coast ranges which skirt its south-eastern frontier.
Much of the surface is still waste and covered with low
brushwood, but the soil is naturally fertile, and where
irrigated produces heavy crops of'cotton, cereals, oleaginous
plants, and even dates.

In the Kistna valley within the -Nizam's territory
are the famous Partial and Kollur diamond-fields, where
the "Great Mogul," the "Koh-i-niir," the "Pitt" or
"Regent," the "Orloff," and many other magnificent